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PREFACE

Let us re-visit our definition
of Slow Architecture:

Slow Architecture 1s

an alternative practice,
production, and occupation
of architecture, which is
attuned to environment and
cultural context, with all
aspects of the design deeply
considered and deliberately
working to achieve quality
and longevity.

By proposing a new,

slow manifesto, we must
acknowledge aspects of our
process; the conversations
you have just read are
recalled exchanges — What
was lost in translation?

The tenets were synthesized
thematically from these
conversations — What survey
biases are present due to the
research “participants™?

What biases are present because
of our own preconceptions and
values?

During our process of
synthesizing Searching for
Slowness, our understanding
of Slow Architecture has
evolved as we conversed,
reflected, and categorized
our research.

The tenets outlined in the
following “reading” of
Searching for Slowness are

just one of many possible
distillations of what it means
to practice, produce, and
occupy Slow Architecture.

10 -
ACTIVITY

Now that you've read a
series of conversations with
architects whose practice or
project expresses an ethos
of slowness, we invite you
to digest and synthesize the
themes of the text.

As you unravel the
conversations, explore
emergent themes and
categorize salient moments
into key principles of Slow
Architecture — we think

a successful principle
addresses issues of
sustainability and equity.

Disassemble the conversations
“reading” of Searching for
Slowness, folding each page

- TENETS -

in the opposite direction
and fixing it by stitch into its
thematic partner, fenets.

The tenets are our synthesis

of the conversations. They
represent a transformation in
our understanding of slowness.
Adjust the tenets as you see fit,
creating categories that are of
interest to you!

You now have participated

in Searching for Slowness.

This booklet serves as your
reference guide to understand
your relationship to slowness,
as well as your contribution
to creating a common
understanding of what it
means to slow down.
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ownership

interdisciplinary flexibility

locality

empathy

empowerment

Slow Architecture is: an ethos transmitted through

empemesed people who have pumenshi in the projects

they work on, who above all build relationships and designs
which are rooted in their joeality; figmilgig cnough to
accommodate multivalent perspectives and futures, and are
inspired by their environmental context , communicating
that intentilempatheticallysthrough a haptic medium that

is thoughtful, rigorously detailed, and informed by the

specialized, yet highly jmiendiseiplimany contributors.
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EMPATHY
IBIMDPATTTANY

Empathy wears many hats.
Empathy can be created
through hapitics, allowing for
a physiological transference
of knowledge and experience
through space or representation
of space. Empathy embodies
slowing down to the pace of
another, sympathizing with
diverse experiences, and
understanding everyday, often
concealed, realities.

EMPATHY [em-pa-thy] noun

The imaginative projection of a
subjective state into an object so that
the object appears to be infused with it
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LOCALITY
ILOGAILITTY

Slow architecture demands
nuance, regionalism and
honoring of diversity. Locality
encompasses Slow Architecture’s
need to be site specific,
engaged with community,

and sensitive to the divergent ;5
realities of our global era.

LOCALITY [lo-cal-i-ty] noun
" The fact or condition of having a

location in space or time. *A particular
place, situation, or location
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EMPOWERMENT
IBEMIPOWIEIRIMIENTT

Employees, clients, crafts-
people, and the public
are empowered by Slow
Architecture. Empowerment
breeds responsibility and
care, enabling the production
of good, clean, and fair 5,
architecture.

EMPOWERMENT [em-pow-er-ment] noun

"The act or action of empowering
someone or something. 2 The granting of
the power, right, or authority.
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OWNERSHIP
OWNIEIRSIBIIP

Slow Architecture takes
ownership over all decisions
made, from design to materials
to construction. Ownership asks
architects to think holistically
about architecture, from pre-

construction embodied energy 5,
to demolition.

OWNERSHIP [own-ership] noun

" The state, relation, or fact of being
an owner. A group or organization
of owners.
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FLEXIBILITY
IFILIEXTOBIILIITNY

There are no hard rules to

slowness; flexibility is an

appropriateness and willingness

to pivot. Flexibility represents

a balance between rootedness

and docility, in process, design,
and occupation. 35

FLEXIBILITY [flex-ibil-i-ty] noun

" Capable of being flexed. * Characterized
by a ready capability to adapt to new,
different, or changing requirements.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
INTIEIRIDIS GIIPILIINARY

Breaking out of the insular and
elitist discipline of architecture,
interdisciplinarity is required

of Slow Architecture. From
engaging with crafts-people, to
understanding the construction
and engineering trades, Slow
Architecture bolsters and
draws from diverse bodies of
knowledge.

INTERDISCIPLINARY [in-ter-dis-ci-plin-ary] adjective

"Involving two or more academic,
scientific.or artistic disciplines. * Relating
to more than one branch of knowledge
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IV -
REFLECTION

Now having participated
in Searching for Slowness, we
invite you to reflect on our
tenets

Are there principles that extend
beyond the six which we outlined?
Are there actionable themes of
slowness which we have not

addvressed?

This is your opportunity to
contribute to our common
understanding of Slowness,
insert your own agenda,
understand your biases and
explore your values. On the
following page, create your
own tenet and add text from
the conversations which fit
your category’s theme.

add your tenet here!

add a definition of
your tenet applies
to slowness here!

what shape is your
tenet in the Venn
diagram?

add the official
definition of your
tenet here!

- YOUR OWN TENET -
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WORD [pronunciation] part of speech

insert definition here
insert alternate definition here
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